Menominee River
Habitat for Humanity
What is Habitat for Humanity?
We are a faith based Christian nonprofit
housing ministry. We believe in helping
our neighbor by giving a hand up… not a
hand out. There are three components to
Habitat for Humanity—partner families,
volunteers, and donors. All three are
needed to successfully accomplish our goal
of eliminating substandard housing in our
community. We offer three programs—
home ownership, neighborhood
revitalization, and the Habitat ReStore.
Our Story
Locally, the Menominee River Affiliate has
housed over 40 families since our
beginning in 1994. Our homes are Energy
Star certified, which results in lower utility
bills for our families. We also build to
green building standards. Three of our
recent homes were rehabs of donated
houses.
Partner families purchase their home with
an affordable mortgage. The money from
the mortgage payments is used by the
affiliate to construct or renovate additional
affordable housing as well as in our
neighborhood revitalization program. We
are audited annually.
Our Plan
Our goal is to increase the number of
families served each year. We are
currently serving Dickinson and Iron
Counties in Michigan and portions of
Florence and Marinette Counties in
Wisconsin.

“I never thought it would be
possible to own my home and
give my family the stability of
not having to move again.”

Habitat for Humanity
Menominee River
building communities
where everyone
has a place to live

– Ann, partner family

Habitat for Humanity Menominee River
PO Box 398, Iron Mountain, MI 49801
113 S. Milwaukee Ave, Kingsford, MI 49802
(906) 779-5377
hfh@habitatmr.com
www.habitatmr.com

Office Hours
Monday—Friday
8 a.m. to noon

Frequently Asked
Questions...
Applying for a
House

Applying for a House
What if I have a bad credit score?
It depends on what is causing the bad credit score.
If you are making a good faith effort to clean it up,
or if you can explain how it got bad, we can work
with you. Medical bills are looked at differently
than utility or credit card bills.

How long does it take to get a house?
Habitat houses are a long term process.
Depending on our build schedule, it can take
anywhere from 12 to 18 months between the time
you apply for a house until you can move in.

Does Habitat give away free houses?
Habitat does not give away houses. You will be
buying the Habitat house with an affordable
mortgage.

Do I make too much money to qualify for a
Habitat house?
Our maximum income limit is 60% of AMI in your
county. Refer to the table below:

FAMILY
SIZE

DICKINSON
COUNTY

IRON
COUNTY

1

$23,460

2

$23,460
$26,820

3

$30,180

$30,180

4
5
6

$33,480
$36,180
$38,880

$33,480
$36,180
$38,880

7

$41,520

$41,520

8

$44,220

$44,220

$26,820

What if I don’t make enough to afford a house?
You will need to have a steady income to afford the
house, generally at least $16,200 per year. If you are
close to this amount, and still want to be considered,
call the office and we can discuss it with you.

What if I lose my job?
If you lose your job while the house is under
construction, we will work with you while you find a
new one. You will need to have an income when the
house is complete and we are ready to close on your
mortgage. If you are still unemployed at that time, we
will have you wait until you are employed before selling
you a house. It would most likely be a different one…
that will be determined by the circumstances of each
situation.

What if I miss a mortgage payment?
The mortgage is a loan, and all rules regarding loans
apply. Mortgage payments are due on the first of the
month. If the payments are received after the 10th of
the month a $25 late fee will be assessed.

What is escrow?
Escrow is how you pay ahead on your taxes and house
insurance, so when the bill comes due the money has
already been collected. Habitat will pay the taxes and
the insurance out of your escrow account. Your
mortgage payment has 2 parts—principle (paying off
the loan) and escrow (taxes and insurance).

What would I have to do for sweat equity?
Sweat equity is the labor that you volunteer towards
house construction. While some of this labor can be
done in the office, or at the ReStore, at least 100 hours
need to be construction related labor at the house site.
We will work with you to help you schedule your sweat
equity hours around your work schedule.

Can my family help with the sweat equity?
Friends and family can donate hours to your sweat
equity. Each adult in the family needs to perform 200
hours of sweat equity, friends and family can donate
up to 40 hours of that total to you.

What happens if I miss more than one payment?

What if I move to better housing while my house
is under construction?

At 45 days late, you will receive a letter requiring you to
get budgeting training. At 120 days late foreclosure
proceedings will be started. This situation rarely occurs
as we will work with you before this time.

That is ok. The need for housing is determined when
you apply for the house. You need to do what is best
for you and your family during the time the house is
under construction.

Do I have to have insurance?
You will have to have house insurance. You will pick
the company and policy that you want and will pay for
the first year when you close on the house. We will
collect escrow money for property taxes and insurance
each month when you make your mortgage payment.

